
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 1:21-34, 35-45 

Jesus’ Authority Hits 

 

* Recap 

• 1:21-38 

• 1:21 

“They went to Capernaum” – Northwest side of the Sea of Galilee 

What is significant about this place? 

Not only did Jesus make a home there, but Peter’s family lived there 

• 1:29 

Referred to as a city but really it is a small coastal village about 100 yards inland 

Very pretty and the Synagogue was the center 

 

There is a word that gets introduced here and it is pervasive the rest of the Gospel 

Often times when you read your Bible, you look for repeated words and you find a theme 

And one care to guess what the repeated word in this passage is? 

Authority 

• 1:22 

What does this mean, that He was unlike the others teaching on His own authority? 

Usual teachers (Priests, Pharisees, even the scribes) didn’t teach like this 

It was also, “according to Moses”, or Elijah, or according to Rabbi so and so 

But Jesus isn’t quoting anyone but Himself 

• 1:27 

• 1:23-24 

“Just then.” What does this mean? What do you make of this? 

See this quite a bit in the Gospels when Jesus teaches…the demons are agitated 

• 1:39 

Important to make a note here that until this time, Satan has the authority 

With the entry of Messiah, Jesus enters to conquer evil 

Jesus comes to fight against (and win) the forces of evil, both on a National basis and individually 

JESUS IS HERE TO STOP THE NIGHTMARE 

Satan and his dominion can shriek, but they have no real authority any more 

Not how we think…we are waiting until He returns…not accurate 

 

Also cool, with the same words of absolute authority, He also speaks gentle words of healing 

Brian’s comment to me that reading later on it is hard to tell why Jesus was so popular 

Can see thru passages like this exactly why He got so popular 

Walks and speaks with absolute authority in a time deep exile and no national leadership 

Heals, fights against evil 

He is solution for His people, and the world 

 

• 1:29-38 

In the other Gospels, it seems that the whole town and surrounding area are at His doorstep 

But He knows the Father has something else for Him 

Again, “He saw the heavens open”, He sees things thru the Fathers’ eyes 

He prays and listens for God’s leading, God speaks, and He moves 

He is here to preach and teach 

 

This statement, “He didn’t allow the demons to speak”, what does this mean? Why? 

Happens in the next passage as well 

• 1:35-45 

He was going about telling the good news, and He had just made a decision to speak rather than heal 

What gives? 

• 1:43 



warning = very sternly in the Greek 

Let’s look at Jesus’ answer to the leper for some insight 

 

Quick background on leprosy 

It is a very generic term for serious skin disease, lived totally separate 

Law in the OT about how to handle it for the preservation of the people 

And in Leviticus 13, if a sore broke out, they were required to go and see the priest 

And the priest was provided very specific instruction in determining whether or not it was leprosy 

If they were diagnosed with leprosy, after a period of waiting in quarantine to see if it would spread of go away, they 

would be pronounced unclean 

Lev. 13:45“As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, 

and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46“He shall remain unclean all the days during which he 

has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp. 

In Lev. 14, there is an elaborate process by which the priest was to pronounce a healed leper clean 

 

• 2 birds, one killed under living/spring water, second with cedar, hyssop, scarlet thread, dipped/free 

• Bath, shave, wash clothes and BE CLEAN 

• 3 lambs for 

- sin and burnt offering – burnt and totally consumed before God as a satisfaction 

- guilt and wave offering – waved before the Holy of Holies, the very mercy seat of God and prsented to God as 

totally clean, and holy, and set aside by God as a vessel for the Kingdom 

• take the blood, place on right ear lobe, thumb, and toe – WASHED CLEAN FROM HEAD TO TO 

• take the oil representing the very Holy Spirit of God, ear, thumb, lobe 

 

You see the leper was not only excluded from the camp, but from worshiping God 

The birds restored him relationally with his family and friends 

And the lambs restored his worship with God 

 

Now, back to our issue…why was Jesus so secretive – let’s look at His statement 

• 1:43-44 

If Jesus cures a blind person, it is obvious to everyone 

But not a leper 

I think there are 2 reasons Jesus send this guy to the Priest 

1. To restore the leper to society (Priests lived all over the area – 48 cities) 

Next time in Jerusalem he would have to go to that Priest as well for official word 

Needed to keep the command not to be cleaned, but in order to seen as clean 

2. He was already attracting so much attention He couldn’t move around, didn’t want to attract the wrong kind of 

attention 

He didn’t want to send the direct message He was not a loyal Jew and was against the Temple 

He is already acting on His own authority 

He didn’t need the authority of Jerusalem, the man was already cured 

In fact this is the only thing Jesus does that He requests after the fact Jerusalem ties 

The exception proves the rule 

 


